HAK/HBLW Kirchdorf host international COMENIUS delegation

 

 

The BBS Kirchdorf was honoured to welcome delegations of teachers and students from Scotland, Norway, Spain and the Czech Republic to this year’s COMENIUS meeting held here at Kirchdorf/Upper Austria from the 2nd to the 7th of November 2005. 

 

Due to the open-mindedness and generosity of many of our students’ parents  -who willingly put up the foreign students in their private homes - our young participants could personally experience the warm hospitality Austria is famous for, they settled in easily and had the unique chance to get some insight into every day life of Austrian families. 

 

Thursday and Friday were devoted to thorough work on the project “Roads to Equality”, which aims at finding, developing and implementing strategies to a peaceful and rewarding co-operation among young people of different languages and cultures. Within the frame of this project the BBS Kirchdorf mainly focuses on enhancing and establishing school democracy, an issue the school partners (students, teachers and parents) at Kirchdorf have been working on successfully for quite a while now.

 

For the COMENIUS team of the BBS Kirchdorf this meeting also provided an opportunity to deepen long-established friendship ties and co-operations with the partner schools, which are an invaluable side effect of the past five years of work as a member of the COMENIUS project. 

 

That’s why the five days of this meeting were not completely devoted to serious brainwork only, but also allowed some time for social, cultural and touristy activities: An excursion of the students to Graz, a city tour of Salzburg in heavy rainfall, a bowling competition of students versus teachers and parents’ representatives, a wine presentation of the Weinakademie Rust and the cheerful farewell party on the last evening were all meant to make this COMENIUS meeting an overwhelming success. 

 

The unforgettable highlight of this week certainly was the school leavers’ ball (Maturaball) of the HAK Kirchdorf, which was not only attended by the COMENIUS teachers and students of our partner schools but also induced six “eccentric” Scottish teachers from Shawlands Academy to hop on a plane in Glasgow and to fly over to Austria just to spend the evening with their COMENIUS friends here at Kirchdorf! 

 

How important and enriching such international projects can be for the participants – especially for the students – became evident in the heartbreaking scenes that could be seen when bidding farewell to our guests… Hugging and kissing, promising to keep in touch, invitations from all sides, a sea of tears, … if only it had lasted longer!

 

The COMENIUS team of the HAK/HBLW Kirchdorf would like to thank each of you who have supported – no matter how – this meeting and thus contributed to its success. Thank you all, and remember how great it is to be part of an international team working together to make our world a better place!

