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Rationale


Classifying is a fundamental cognitive skill. In geography if there are strong categories for ordering information in topics, a pupil can move from confusion to a clearer view of the world and their own experience. More able pupils will be able to do this competently, but this exercise, in steps, will help all pupils in that direction.

A key part of classifying is being able to notice common characteristics and, by looking at a simpler classification exercise first, with information that the pupils will be familiar with, we are helping them to understand the concept of grouping common elements together from information given. This will equip them to undertake the geographical task later in the lesson.

Starting with what a pupil is familiar with, assists them to make sense of new concepts, as they are starting with what they already know and feel confident about. This helps them to feel more confident about exploring new ideas. To begin with the unfamiliar, can be daunting for some pupils. Therefore the content of the first classification exercise is based on information the pupils will have met in their subject classrooms.

We have also used colour coding in the classroom activity, to differentiate ‘what’,  ‘where’, ’why’ and ‘when’. This follows theories of accelerated learning which recommends that colour, as a left hand brain activity, accompanies the cognitive activity to ensure a holistic approach to learning using the senses: visual, auditory and kinaesthetic to promote long term memory functions.

On the whole, pupils can classify well in their everyday life. These activities help them to become more conscious of the activity and to become more efficient in processing information in all subjects.
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Classification  - The Kobe Earthquake, 1995

Previous Learning – The student will…….

· be aware of the forces that cause earthquakes.
· understand the meaning of the terminology…crust, plates, faults, seismograph, Richter scale, aftershocks.
· have watched videos / seen photographs of earthquakes and their effects, so have strong images of such events. 

Classification lesson -  

Resources needed – 


· General classification exercise (on school subjects)

· List of relevant words/ phrases for Kobe earthquake.

· Simpler list of relevant words/ phrases for Kobe earthquake.

· Outline map of Japan

Class Activity – 

In small groups (3-4), pupils are to decide …………………

· Which category each of the statements belongs to - some can be ambiguous; the pupil can be told that as long as the classification can be justified, its classification is acceptable.

Individually………….

· Pupils are then to write a note on each of the categories, ticking off each statement as it is used to ensure their report is accurate and detailed.

Differentiation –

· Number of statements used - the more able should be able to process all 40 statements and justify their classifications. Less able pupils will get a resource sheet for classification with statements that are simpler, fewer in number and are not ambiguous.

· When looking at possible strategies (the human response to earthquakes) the more able should be able to ….. 

· give several examples of each strategy 

· classify these strategies according to priority 

· justify this prioritising if requested to do so. 

For others, 

· fewer human responses could be used (e.g. just strategies 1 and 2)…. 

· requiring fewer examples….. 

· and these pupils could decide the 1 most important strategy.
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The statements below are from geography, history and religious education textbooks. They have been mixed up. Read them and classify them under the correct headings of

Geography


History


Religious Education


Jesus explained his message by telling parables.


Glasgow is a settlement beside the river Clyde.


During the night temperatures in hot deserts can be extremely cold.


The First World War began in 1914 and ended in 1918.


The festival of Eid is celebrated at the end of Ramadan.


William Wallace defeated the English army at the battle of Stirling Bridge.


One of the worst earthquakes in Japan happened at Kobe.


The Buddha taught people that attachment to things leads to suffering.


Guy Fawkes tried to blow up Parliament in 1605.


Classification  - The Kobe Earthquake, 1995

In this task, you will classify information under 4 heading –where did the earthquake happen, when was it, why did it happen and what was the damage to people and place.

To make the task easier, choose 4 colours – one for each heading.

 

Then read the statements below and sort them out by shading each box with the correct colour. 






 Key to colours
· 35,000 injured




         

Where


· 5,500 dead







When

· 80,000 buildings badly damaged



Why


· 05.47 am

                                                  

What damage

· a shallow earthquake, so was more violent

· cost $100 billion to repair everything

· debris blocked streets

· destroyed 100,000 buildings

· the ground moved 16cm horizontally 

and 12 cm vertically                   

· emergency shelters opened

· emergency vehicles could not get through the blocked streets.

· Epicentre was only 20 km from Kobe

· Eurasian plate

· Expressway collapsed

· Fires

· Traditional homes had heavy roof tiles

· 300,000 made homeless

· 100 fires started in minutes

· January 17th, 1995

· Kobe is Japan’s 2nd busiest port

· Kobe port built on reclaimed land

· 90% of the port berths were destroyed

· 6.9 on Richter scale

· fires spread quickly

· narrow streets

· no earthquakes in this area for 400 years

· no electricity for 900,000 people afterwards

· Nojima fault

· Oceanic plate pushed under heavier continental plate

· Packs of emergency supplies given out

· Philippine plate

· Land at port area became like quicksand

· Port closed for 2 months

· Earthquake lasted 20 seconds

· 3 colliding plates in Japan

· traditional houses have thin, light wooden walls

· traditional houses suffered most damage

· Nojima Fault is right under Kobe.

Classification  - What people can do to make earthquakes less of a disaster.
The damage done by an earthquake to people and place does not just depend on the strength of the earthquake. People can do things before and after an earthquake to reduce the damage caused by the earthquake.

Look at the list below. It shows the strategies (plans) that people can use to make earthquakes less of a disaster.

Task 1 -  For each strategy (plan), write down examples of what people can do to make that strategy work well and so reduce the impact of earthquakes in the area.

Strategy 1 – how to educate people about earthquakes.

Strategy 2 – how to deal properly with the problems right after the earthquake.


Strategy 3 – how to improve transport links so they are not totally destroyed in an earthquake


Strategy 4  – how to improve buildings so they don’t collapse in an earthquake.


Strategy 5 – how to stop fires spreading after the earthquake.

Task 2 -  Look over these five strategies. They can all save lives and reduce the damage done by earthquakes. However, you can only put two of these plans into action.

     Which two strategies do you think are the most effective strategies (plans) for saving lives and why?

 
Classification  - The Kobe Earthquake, 1995

In this task, you will classify information under 4 heading –where did the earthquake happen, when was it, why did it happen and what was the damage to people and place.

To make the task easier, choose 4 colours – one for each heading.

 

Then read the statements below and sort them out by shading each box with the correct colour. 






 

      Key to colours
· 35,000 injured




         

Where


· 5,500 dead








When

· 80,000 buildings badly damaged



Why


· 5.47 in the morning

                                            What damage

· cost $100 billion to repair everything

· streets blocked by bits of broken buildings

· 100,000 buildings destroyed

· emergency shelters were opened

· emergency vehicles could not get through the blocked streets.

· Eurasian plate

· motorway collapsed

· 300,000 made homeless

· 100 fires started in minutes

· January 17th, 1995

· 6.9 on Richter scale

· no earthquakes in this area for 400 years

· no electricity for 900,000 people afterwards

· Packs of emergency supplies given out

· Philippine plate

· Port closed for 2 months

· Earthquake lasted 20 seconds

· traditional houses suffered most damage


Classification –

What people can do to make earthquakes less of a disaster.
The damage done by an earthquake to people and place does not just depend on the strength of the earthquake. People can do things before and after an earthquake to make the damage done by the earthquake less bad.
Look at the list below. It shows the strategies (plans) that people can use to make earthquakes less of a disaster.

Task 1 -  For each strategy (plan), write down examples of what people can do to make that strategy work well and so reduce the impact of earthquakes in the area.


Strategy 1 – how to educate people about earthquakes.

· 
· 
· 
Strategy 2 – how to deal properly with the problems right after the earthquake.

· 
· 
· 
Task 2 -  Look at these two strategies again. Both can save lives and reduce the damage done by earthquakes. However, you can only put ONE of these 2 plans into action.  Which strategy (plan) do you think would be  the best strategy (plan) for saving lives and why?









