Thinking Skills in Geography

An Introduction to the teaching materials

This book is about how to use geography as a vehicle for developing pupils’ learning and thinking skills. The methods used are designed to be inclusive and to aid pupils to develop their own understanding of the subject in collaboration with each other. The methodology can be used across the curriculum in different subjects: you would only have to change the content of the lessons, as the process and methodology is adaptable to most secondary school subject matter.

The lessons are designed to include all learners in the classroom, including bilingual learners who benefit particularly from metacognitive strategies i.e. thinking about thinking.

The approach is to move away from the idea that geography is only about delivering information about the world towards one that assumes that geography is a fascinating subject around which to develop pupils’ eagerness to enquire, to make evaluations and to think critically about the landscape before them.

The ‘rationale’ section is designed to explain why the lessons have been structured in the way that they have and to aid understanding about the specific thinking skills, which are being developed in the course of the lesson.

The ‘warm up’ lessons are there to ensure at the outset of each lesson every pupil is familiar with the concept which is about to be studied; they are also, simply, good ways to ‘break the ice’ with pupils and to help them to feel confident and comfortable as they proceed through the learning process.

A classroom teacher in geography and a teacher of language support have devised the lessons, using some material outlined in ‘Thinking Through Geography’ edited by David Leat and adapting it for use in the Scottish Secondary Geography curriculum.

Developing thinking skills and using a range of methodologies in the lessons is an attempt to utilise different learning styles, to ensure that those pupils who benefit more from teaching styles that are not purely academic are included: traditionally it is assumed that teaching in an academic way is the best method for all children and this is obviously not the case. The methodology is designed to be inclusive and to show that geography, as a subject, is an excellent medium to demonstrate the contribution that the teaching of the subject can make to developing pupils as intelligent and independent learners who can think critically and reflectively about the subject matter before them.
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