The Comenius `Water of Life` Mural
On Saturday September 3 2005 in our partner school in Teplice : Obchodni Akademie, Teplice, we unveiled our second Comenius ceramic mural designed, painted and constructed by Kenny Morrison and John McKenzie, art teachers of Shawlands Academy and the pupils of Shawlands Academy. The original idea for the design was sketched by Ainslie Roddick a former pupil of the school who is now studying at Glasgow School of Art.

The mural depicts the concept of ` Water of Life` with symbols representing each partner school, overridden by `Comenius` which has brought us all together to express our creative spirit. The water of the fountain is set with texts which are the connotations of staff and pupils from each partner school and the central fountain is the host school in Teplice, a town famous for centuries for springs and spas.

It was unveiled in the presence of representatives from four of the five partners in the Comenius project, the Mayor of Teplice and representatives from the Socrates National Agencies in Edinburgh and Prague. There were many speeches extolling the virtues of working together across national boundaries and bringing together our joint ideas in a mural which is beautiful, thought provoking, creative and a lasting testament to the work of our five year partnership. Not least, it is a tribute to the commitment, talent and skills of the art teachers and their pupils, six of whom came to the unveiling and made a speech in front of the mural.
There was a celebration after the unveiling and a dinner for staff and friends of OA Teplice in the evening plus the colleagues from the partner schools who attended the event.

It was marked with warmth, hospitality and friendship which has been a hallmark of the partnership across the project activites and we look forward to our continued cooperation in international education.

Photographs of the event are available on the OA Teplice website: http://www.oateplice.cz/.
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