STUDENT DEMOCRACY

Upper Secondary School

I. The Law:

1. The School Board:

At each upper secondary school there must be a school board consisting of representatives for the staff, the county authority and two representatives elected by the student council. The head teacher of the school is to be a representative for the county authority ( the owner of the school).

The school board is considered the topmost board in the decision-making process of the school.

2. The Student Council:

     At each upper secondary school there must be a student council consisting of

                       at least one member for every 20 pupils. The student council is elected by

                       written ballot.

                       Among other matters, the student council works to improve the learning

                       environment, working conditions and the welfare interests of the pupils. 

                       If requested by the student council or by one-fifth of the pupils, a general

                       meeting must be held for all the pupils of the school.

3. Students´ Representatives in County Boards:

Representatives for the pupils in upper secondary education have the right to attend and speak at  county council meetings.

II.      Student Democracy at Drammen vgs.:

1.   The School Board:

The school board consists of  2 student representatives, 2 teachers, the head

 teacher and deputy head teacher and 1 representative for other employees.

The school board is the only joint board for students and staff. It is traditionally

 presided by one of the student representatives. The board has a consultative

 function for the head teacher.

2. The Student Council:

     The student council, which is the topmost board for the pupils, consists of all

      the class representatives and the student council board.

                       Among other matters, the student council works to improve the learning

                       environment, working conditions and the welfare interests of the pupils. It is

                       also presented with all major issues regarding the development of the school,

                       both pedagogical matters and matters concerning structure.

                   If  requested by the student council or by one-fifth of the pupils, a general

                   meeting must be held for all the pupils of the school. The pupils have 2

                   representatives in the school board.

                .  The school is at present a member of the National Student

                   Organisation.


       The student council has its own meeting room. Meetings are held at least once a

                   month. 

3.    The Student Council Board:

       The student council board is responsible for the effective operation of the student

                   council, and for the day-to-day handling of matters put before the student

                   council.

       The student council board has 3 subcommittees:

· The student culture board

· The student sport board

· The OD- committee

Through the “ Give a Day´s Work” project, the committee raises funds to certain projects in the 3rd World.

                   Each of the 4 boards has a contact teacher. The contact teachers have this

                   assignment as part of their job.

                   The student council board has regular meetings with the school management.


        The board has an office, equipped with all modern facilities, at their disposal.

                   The student council board is elected in January and functions for one year. Once

                    the board is elected, the school runs a 2-day seminar for the newly elected

                    student council board, student sport board, student culture board, some

                    representatives of last year students boards, the head teacher and contact

                    teachers. 

                    ( See enclosure: Programme for a 2-day seminar for the student council board))

                    A student who has been a member of the student council board or one of the

                    subcommittees and can prove that he/she has worked for 60 hours, can get  “ 

                    Student Council Work” as an elective subject on the school certificate. A 2-day

                    seminar together with the members of the 4 student boards is a part of this

                    elective subject.  

4.   The Class level: Class Representatives and Class Meetings:

  At the beginning of the school year each class elects one class representative and 

  one deputy class representative. Class representatives are members of the student

  council and function as a link between the students and the student council,

  teachers and the school management.

                    At the beginning of the school year, the school runs a one-day seminar for newly

                   elected class representatives. The meeting is held by the student council board

                   assisted by its contact teachers.

                   ( See enclosure: A meeting for the new student council representatives) )

                   Every class has a class meeting every second week presided by the class

                   representative. The class representative and the form teacher set the agenda for the

                   meeting. Current and general issues concerning the class and the school are

                   discussed.

5. The Student-Teacher Link:
                  The student link is a student who is responsible, together with the rest of the class,

                   to give feedback to the teacher on his or her teaching.

                   ( See enclosure: The student –teacher link )

6. The Student-Teacher Meeting:

      All students will be invited to a meeting with one of their teachers early in the 1st

        term and half-way through the second term. This meeting gives the pupils an

      opportunity to discuss their learning situation with a teacher.

                  ( See enclosure:  Questions for the student-teacher meeting )

7. The Learning/Teaching Assessment:

Twice a year ( late autumn and late spring), each class/group carries out an assessment of the learning environment/ learning process of the class/group. The student link and the teacher discuss and plan how this assessment is to be arranged.

                  The assessment might consist of:

· A class discussion presided by the student link or the teacher. The teacher can also use questionnaires followed by a class discussion.

Matters to be considered:

Teaching methods, working methods, variation, amount of work, tests, class atmosphere, teacher- student relationship.

· A teacher – pupil meeting.

During this meeting, each pupil will receive feedback on his or her learning process, working habits, activity and effort in class, absence etc.

The pupil will also be given the opportunity to comment on the teaching and the matters affecting his or her learning and well-being in the class.

Finally the pupil will be asked to assess his or her work, for instance in connection with a review of how well the work plan has been fulfilled. A log book can be a good channel of communication between the teacher and the pupil.
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