A group of staff and senior pupils from Shawlands Academy recently visited Kirchdorf in Austria for a Comenius 1 school development project meeting.  

The project, titled “Roads to Equality” is now in its third and final year and delegates from all five partner schools met to report on progress, carry out staff training and discuss future plans.  

Partner Schools

Drammen Videregaende Skole - Drammen,Norway
 

HBLA Kirchdorf an der Krems -  Kirchdorf, Austria
 

I.E.S. Hermanos D'Elhuyar - Logrono,Spain
 

Obchodni Akademie - Teplice, Czech Republic
 

Shawlands Academy, Glasgow, Scotland
Project Themes

Our joint work has focused on equality and we have been successfully developing this in each school by ;
 

1. Developing school policies on Race Equality and developing policy on bilingualism

 

2. Promoting the development of student democracy structures in each partner school
 

3. Preparing teaching materials promoting the work of women writers, developing inclusive teaching methodology and thinking skills
 

4. Developing ICT as a teaching resource in each school
 

5. Coordinating a ceramic art project which depicts our joint aims and ethos
Structure of the Project Meeting

Overall project coordinator Lesley Atkins, who chaired all meetings, presented a paper on inclusive teaching methodology, and led a discussion on plans for the future. 

Coordinators from each partner school presented their development proposals for this year.

Computing teacher Jacqui Crooks presented the project website www.roadstoequality.org , which was developed as a Masterclass project, and led a hands-on workshop on uploading and downloading files.

Art teacher Sheena Cameron presented anti – racist posters by pupils from Shawlands Academy, and spoke about embracing cultural diversity through art.

Head Teacher Ken Goodwin updated the group on how the school democracy structure in Shawlands is progressing.

Student Participation

Two senior pupil representatives from Shawlands (both studying Higher German), Naomi Porter and Robert Dykes met with council reps from the other schools to discuss issues of school democracy. Students then reported back to staff at a plenary session.

Mural Competition

Lesley Atkins presented to the group the design for a ceramic mural depicting the themes of the Roads to Equality project, to be entered into the British Council Comenius 1 Mural Competition.  It can now be reported that Shawlands Academy has been selected as the secondary category winner. Professor Graham Crowley Head of Painting at the Royal College of Art pronounced it to be "terrific....a sophisticated and stunning piece of artwork....very ambitious and beautifully constructed". The judges felt that "incredible research had evidently taken place" and were intrigued by the complexity of the design and the references to the evolving and diverse nature of language and the history of English, which they felt showed "a great deal of thoughtfulness, particularly within a European context".

Project Coordinator Lesley Atkins and Art teacher John McKenzie attended the awards ceremony in London on 24th November.

A photo of the mural can be viewed on the website  www.roadstoequality.org
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