Comenius Project: ROADS TO EQUALITY

Meeting in Kirchdorff, June 2005

Our proposals for 2005/6

1.- Use at class of some materials developed in our  projects.


Bachillerato: Leaflets of “European poetry”,“What the pupils say…”




 Reading of “War poems ” written by women writers.                         


Bachillerato and Secondary: Gender-fair style-guide and exercises.

                               Tales and poems written by Spanish female writers.  

2.- Nicenet at class:
Lab classes: once a fortnight I work with my pupils in the Computer classroom using NICENET as a frame to exploit different electronic and internet resources. The experience worked very well last year and I intend to develop the use of this tool along this year. Among other uses:
 
-Proposal of tasks; use of the conferencing zone to answer concrete questions in the tasks to help weak students.


-Use of other resources proposed by the textbook: websites and tasks, which implies further reading in real English.


-Grammar practice with lots of exercises and keys!!!


-Interesting links: BBC, newspapers, etc.


-Valuable help in the reading of abridged and full text novels: “Animal Farm”, “The Talented Mr Ripley”, etc 
3.-Democracy at School

· Training Course for Students Representatives.

· Promoting Students participation:

· Student Council

· Student Meetings

· Activities


· Presentation of a Forum/chat in the school web for the pupils. 

Representatives will have their own place to debate the issues of their concern.

a) Training Course for Student Representatives.


The course aim is to develop the rep’s awareness of their responsibility, to motivate them so that they can perform well in their duties and to supply them with tools and guidelines that make their task easier. 

Here is the program of the activities. 

CURSILLO DE FORMACIÓN PARA REPRESENTANTES ESCOLARES

11 de noviembre: Delegados y Subdelegados de todos los grupos

Lugar: Aula de exámenes

	Horario
	Actividad
	Ponente

	12 -12.15
	Presentación del curso

Su dimensión europea
	Luis Sáiz Morata y Mari Ausejo

	12.15 – 12.30
	Toma de decisiones en el centro. Estructura general.
	Ginés Nogueroles

	12.30 - 13
	Representación teatral: Cómo no hacer una reunión.

El protocolo de las reuniones
	Juanjo Pascual y grupo de 2ºESO B



	13 .15 – 14.35
	Taller: Representar a los demás. Pautas y dificultades de la comunicación
	Juanjo Garnica y Fermín Izquierdo


14 de noviembre: 1º, 2º y 3º ESO

15 de noviembre 4ºESO, 1ºy 2º Bach. Garantía Social, Rep.Consejo Escolar

	12 – 14.35
	Solución de problemas
	Eduardo Moscoso Tronquera (Licenciado en Ciencias Políticas y Sociología) 


- Number of students attending the course:  class rep. and School Board student rep (2 pupils each class plus 4 rep in the SB = 50 pupils)

- Participant teachers:



Head of the Counselling and support Dep.



Coordinator and teachers of the Comenius Project 


Headteacher 


Other Support teachers.

- Dates: 11, 14, 15 November, from 12 to 14.35


- Venue: Exams classroom.

 Program for the first day (11th November) 

- Welcome and presentation (Headteacher). 
- The European dimension of the project. (Mari Ausejo)

- Democracy in our School. The process of taking decisions: who, when, how, etc.  (Ginés Nogueroles: PP presentation)

-  Drama: How not to conduct a meeting (Juanjo Pascual) 
a) The protocol of  meetings.

-Workshop: The difficulties of communication.(Counselling Dep Head: Fermín Izqierdo and Juanjo Garnica)
a) Work groups: representing the others, a difficult task. 

b) Communicative skills: Exercises with cards. 


c) Group exercises

Program for the second day (14th or 15th November)

- How to deal with conflict. 


a) Workshop about conflict solving (Sociologist: Eduardo Troncoso Mosquera) 
- Evaluation of the Course.
For this session, we have divided our students into two groups so that the activities can be adapted to their different ages.
Two meetings with all the students representatives will be held at different moments of the school year to follow the improvement of the democratic structure. 
b) Promoting students participation: We are going to develop activities to promote the students participation in the democratic process, and also to teach them how to use the democratic structure in school: how to raise issues in the meetings, how to report them to the head-teacher, etc.

But still we haven’t succeeded in the creation of a scheduled time for all the representatives to gather and pool ideas, debate issues or discuss their concerns. We would like to propose one hour a month, but the Deputy Head-teacher says that it’s very difficult to organize. We’ll try next year again.

c) Forum for students and student representatives.
In the presentation of the Course I’ll remind the students that they have a forum in the school web page( and in the project website). Juanjo Garnica is going to be the MASTER of our forum. 
4.-Multiculturalism: Translating the Difference.

This is the new name of our workshop where we are going to develop all the proposal we presented in our previous meeting in Glasgow. Nevertheless, there are some new aspects: 

More teachers have joined us and we have created a work group that has already been accepted by the Centre of Resources for Teachers, which means that we’ll be given financial support and that our final products will be shown to other teachers here in Logroño. 

Another interesting aspect is that we are going to be given some training on the topic:
Training Seminar for the  work  group.

Eduardo Moscoso tronquera, sociologist, and criminologist, expert in the problems of human relationship, is going to give us a Seminar on how to work with students from different backgrounds, with different languages religions, cultures, etc. As one of our objectives is to create an ACTIVITY BANK for the Counselling and Language Support Department, we needed some input, some theory about how to focus on it, and that’s why we have asked for this training seminar that will take place at school in November. After that, we will have bibliography, examples of activities and, we hope, a new way of approaching what, until now, we have considered a problem instead of an opportunity to enrich our pupils, our school and ourselves.

Although I hope that after the Seminar we’ll be able to add more activities to our list, we still want to carry out those proposed last year:  
a) Creation of a leaflet with the countries and languages we have at school. Silvia and J.Luis are working with their groups to put it all together: lists of pupils, the process of investigating about, and Ginés and his group will help with the Final Product. This is intended as an exercise to get to know each other.  

b) Designing of posters and signs with greetings in these languages. Juanjo, Silvia and Carmen are working with their pupils, and the foreign pupils are helping in the writing of these greetings. The posters will be displayed in the School Hall to welcome new students next year and also in the notice boards of every classroom involved. 
For Christmas we want to decorate the whole school with posters saying “peace” in all the languages in our school. 

Possibility of designing a Mural about the topic in collaboration with the Art teachers for the school hall.

c) Welcoming Day for 1st year pupils.
Organizers: The Class Teachers, the Deputy Head Teacher, the Head of the Counselling and Support Department and several members of the Comenius Project: Ginés and Pilar will be in charge.

Activities will be designed to create a good atmosphere among the new pupils. An excuse to meet and get to know one another, and an opportunity for the foreign students to introduce themselves. 

Gymkhana in the school: the aim of this game is to help them get used to the building and its facilities as well as the functions of staff.
Group activities: to introduce themselves to the others, to help them know the rules of the school and help them create a positive attitude in the groups and avoid negative leaders, bullying, etc.

In the afternoon: open air activities: lunch in La Grajera (Park near Logroño)
d) Collaboration with the Head of the Counselling and Support Dep.
We want to create an Activity Bank for this Department so that the same activities can be used by form teachers of the same level. This year, in the weekly period with the students, we want to work topics related to this “Race equality” aim. We’d like to develop different materials: 

- Working with films, songs, websites, etc to promote solidarity and social awareness in our pupils:

We would like to study 3 or 4 films dealing with the topic, one of them being “Ae fond kiss”. We are going to design questions and other exercises that can be applied to the study of these films.

Songs: The same idea. It’s very easy to find songs that deal with the problems of immigrants, how difficult it is for them to reach our towns, live and stay in them. And how difficult it is to be accepted, above all in case of different race, religion, etc.

It would be great if some students from other partner schools joined us in the discussion  of these films and songs using Nicenet, for example. Our pupils could  translate Spanish songs into English and French to be worked in these subjects (Silvia and Ginés are very interested). The final product could be a CD with the compilation of songs in different languages provided by the different schools and a notebook with the lyrics translated into English and the opinions or compositions of the pupils about them. And maybe some of them can be sung in the concert that Ginés organizes at the end of the school year…

· Living together: activities intended to know the different cultures of the pupils at school: PP presentations about customs, festivals, dishes, etc. For example, the Muslim students could write something about Ramadan, and the Catholic ones could write about their favourite festivity: Christmas or whatever. We wonder if we could use some materials from the previous project.


We would like to promote activities of solidarity and understanding among the different cultures we have at school. And we’d like to work it together with our partner schools. 

Logroño, 30 de octubre de 2005

PAGE  
6

