PROJECT MEETING REPORT

KIRCHDORF NOVEMBER 2-7 2005

Shawlands Academy

BBS Kirchdorf

I.E.S Hermanos D’Elhuyar

OA Teplice

Drammen VGS
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1. Update from last meeting

2. Mural unveiling

3. Mural competition

4. Development proposals for this year – each partner

5. ‘Ae Fond Kiss’ discussion

6. Student democracy – Manchester conference

7. Inclusive teaching methodology

8. Race Equality Policy –

Art

Song

Policy Statement

9. ICT development and website

10. Developing as an  International School

11. Headteachers’ Meeting

12. Learning /Teaching Scotland initiative

13. In –service training

14.  Whole school development plan  - ‘Comenius’ book

Updates

Obchodni Akademie

Olga gave a report on the student Council Training day and outlined their proposals for working with bilingual students: the school are developing a questionnaire and have appointed a teacher to coordinate the work of bilingual students in the school.

They will also take part in the film discussion.

Drammen VGS

Drammen gave out an anthology of texts for use in English classrooms, by authors from the minority ethnic communities, to promote our work on Race Equality in the curriculum. They are also developing work on Sales and Service which was presented to the meeting.

I.E.S Hermanos D’Elhuyar

The group have been using the women writers war poetry and the gender fair style book and presenting their work on Nicenet. They are continuing with their multicultural initiative by organising their ‘Living Together Workshops’ and Mari has presented the project work to the Centre of Resources for Teachers in her region.

They will work on the ‘Ae Fond Kiss’ film material and produce a CD of songs, which reflect the issues around immigration and refugees.

Shawlands Academy

Shawlands Academy have produced the discussion guidelines for ‘Ae Fond Kiss’ and will produce a set of anti- racist posters for each school, drawing on ideas from the students in each partner school. They will develop thinking skills across the curriculum and produce another booklet for use in English in relation to a novel. The race equality policy work will be collated and presented to the headteachers’ during the study visit to Logrono. The coordinator will make a presentation at the final meeting on each school continuing to develop as an International school and collate our joint six -year project work in a book.

Presentations

Ken Goodwin Headteacher Shawlands Academy gave a talk on student democracy developments at Shawlands Academy and stated our ‘aspirations’ five years from now. He stated that at some point he hoped to be able to follow the Norwegian model and offer the student council a budget and that teachers and students would, in the near future, be engaging in discussions about teaching and learning.

 ‘Mural 3’

L.Atkins issued copies of the Socrates Comenius 1 Competition Mural design and invited comment – subsequently the design won the Comenius 1 UK Mural Competition for secondary schools.

‘Roads to Equality’ website

J.Crooks presented more on our website and demonstrated how to upload files.  A session followed ,where various recent documents were uploaded. Partner schools were encouraged to make full use of the website and to upload student responses to ‘Ae Fond Kiss’.

Teaching Materials

Shawlands Academy issued the recent ‘Thinking Strategies’ booklet, the discussion CD on ‘Ae Fond Kiss’ and Drammen VGS issued their anthology of multicultural texts.

Further information

Information was given by L.Atkins about the forthcoming article about the project which will appear on the website of ‘Learning Teaching Scotland’ and K.Goodwin gave more background information on this organisation.

Future Plans

Each partner school will respond to the collated work from the Race Equality Policy training and show, at the Headteachers’ meeting, how they have implemented proposals from the training in their overall equality policy in school. This information should be forwarded to D.Smith at Shawlands by the end of January. 

Before the final project meeting, development work on inclusive teaching methodology will be piloted in each school based on the thinking skills strategies developed by the Comenius group in Shawlands.

A CD of songs will be produced jointly, by I.E.S Hermanos D’Elhuyar and Shawlands Academy, reflecting Internationalism and issues of immigration. It will performed at the final meeting in Drammen.

Discussions about a future mural designed by the students, as part of our student democracy aims, will take place between Glasgow and Kirchdorf.

A set of anti- racist posters, coordinated by S.Cameron and designed by students will be issued at the final meeting for each partner school.

Work from each development group will be uploaded to the ‘Roads to Equality’ website, as will the results of the cross partnership discussion by the students on ‘Ae Fond Kiss’.

Plans for a joint book reflecting our six- year partnership will take place and further discussions about progressing student democracy will take place in May.

We will also consider, before the final meeting, the status of each partner school re International Education.

Dates

Dates for the Headteachers’ visit – 1-6 March 2006, Logrono, and the final project meeting in Drammen ,16 – 21 May, were agreed.

Student Democracy

The students’ meeting ran parallel with the teachers’ meeting with a range of topics discussed by students from each partner school and a variety of excursions planned. The students learned much from each other and formed good friendships over the duration of the meeting. Dates were proposed for further student meetings and both student and teacher meetings ended with a joint session, with contributions from students and teachers on the benefits of the opportunities of the project to enhance the structures of student democracy across the partnership and significantly influence future plans.

Social Events

The Comenius group were introduced to the mayor of Kirchdorf who provided hospitality and a talk about the region.

The team dined in the school restaurant where they were waited on – to perfection- by the catering students from the school and ate a wonderful lunch served by the students. The team also had a presentation from the Austrian Wine Academy – which is a school!

The entire team attended the HAK ball on the Saturday evening - the leaving Ball for graduating students. The ball began with a formal Viennese dance and the whole occasion was very impressive – planned and staffed by students. 

The group also visited Salzburg on the Saturday and attended a farewell evening for the parents who hosted our students.

Overall the meeting was very rewarding, both professionally and socially, with much discussion on the continuation of our collaborative work – a great success for  the Kirchdorf Comenius team.  

L.Atkins

Coordinator
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