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Rationale : Modelling
Modelling




In geography 

it is possible,              In Geography it is possible as it is in any other language based subject, to use                               a process described as ‘modelling’. You can assist pupils to read by providing them                   with the ‘model’ of a good reader: by constructing a series of steps to reading  a passage which mirrors the way a good reader would read the text automatically you can assist all pupils to read more effectively and to extract information from  what they read. In the factory farming work, we have used modelling to help pupils to read the text more effectively.

What is Mod            WHAT IS MODELLING?

“Modelling is               Modelling is the effective description, replication and transfer of human capabilities. It rests on the assumption that talents can be replicated: that is talents can be described in a form which is suitable for transfer, and that talents can be taught to others. Therefore it can be seen that modelling is really a sophisticated form of learning. Do not confuse modelling with accelerated learning. Accelerated learning is a set of ritualised patterns for teaching content rather than transferring patterns directly. Instead consider modelling as quality learning. If you take a model for a particular area of interest from an expert in that field, you have in terms of a model a series of templates of the cognitive patterns used by that expert. The templates act as a means for organising the particular subject content.  So in  effect, you are able to organise the content for that subject area in a very   similar way  to the expert model.”

Inspirit
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Modelling  - Factory Farming

Previous Learning – The student will…….

· be aware that farmers make choices as to how to use their land.

· be aware that farmers aim to maximise profits like any other business.

Factory farming lesson -  

Resources needed – 

· Class discussion / Video on cruelty to such animals to farm animals / info. sheets from agencies ( e.g. C.I.W.F. – Compassion In World Farming)  to raise awareness of the issues involved before doing the tasks.

· Copy of Resource Sheet giving information on factory farming.

· Worksheet. 

· Separate sheet of questions.

Class Activity – 

In small groups (2-3), pupils are to …………………

· Read resource sheet to ensure they understand content.

· Write one brief sentence to summarise the main point made in each paragraph – restricting pupils to one line focuses them on the content and makes them be succinct in their summary. This is Task 1 on the worksheet provided.

· Take the question sheet – by handing it out separately, pupils are less likely to do task 1 -  summarizing each paragraph - with one eye on the questions set. Pupils then have to do task 2 on the worksheet matching up which paragraph is most likely to give the answer to each of the questions.

Individually, pupils are to …………………

· Answer each question set ( Task 3 on the worksheet).

Differentiation – 

· Resource sheets can differ in details included, length of text, complexity of language etc whilst still using the same set of questions for all in the class.
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Factory Farming





Resource sheet

In the past, farm animals like pigs, cows and chicken were allowed to wander over the fields, eating the grass whenever they wished. In poor weather, they were taken to barns for shelter. They lived quite a natural life until it was time for them to be taken to the slaughterhouse. 

However, today, most livestock farms (meaning farms that concentrate on keeping animals for their meat or skins) have changed. Now, farmers are business people. They aim to make a profit and to do this, they must reduce their costs and earn more. The farmer can make more money these days by using the fields to grow crops instead of grass. This means the animals cannot wander over the fields. Instead, they are kept inside large barns – sometimes all year round – and are given food and water only at certain times of the day. This is called factory farming because the farmer treats the animals like machines in a factory – producing food for sale as cheaply as possible.

One type of factory farming is called “intensive farming”. This means the farmer gets a lot from his/her animals and as cheaply as possible. An example of this is “battery hen” farming. Most of the eggs people buy come from these farms. On these farms the hens live in small cages in long sheds – rows and rows of cages stacked 4 layers high. Each cage is the same size as this sheet of paper. They are fed and given water only at certain times. They spend their whole life in the same cage and are never let out. The farmer will switch lights on and off – sometimes the farmer keeps the lights on longer to fool the hens into thinking that it is still daytime so they will produce more eggs.

This system of farming suits the farmer very well because he/she can keep thousands of hens in a small area. It is a cheap way of farming as few workers are needed -  machines do most of the work. Timers are set so a machine sends food along a little trough in front of the cages a couple of times a day. When the hens lay eggs, the eggs gently roll down from the cage on to a conveyor belt and are carried off a worker who spends all day putting these eggs into egg boxes. Battery hens lay more eggs and cost less to look after than any other way of keeping hens.  

However, this type of farming doesn’t suit the hens themselves. They are forced to live in these small cages and so they cannot do natural things – they cannot spread their wings; they cannot scratch the ground, loosening up the dust to clean her feathers in a dust bath; cannot make a nest and cannot care for her eggs. The hens have to stand all the time (for 24 hours) – gripping on to a sloping wire mesh floor, and have to really stretch to get to the food and water that passes in front of their cages every now and then. The birds often get frustrated, which leads to fights. Some birds die and are not noticed by the farm workers. Sometimes the other hens will peck at these dead hens and eat them too. After a year of living like this, the hens produce fewer eggs and are not of much use to the farmer. So they are pulled out of their cages and sent off to be killed. They are too old to sell to shoppers, so they end up in tins of chicken food for people or for pets. Other animals kept using these factory farming methods are pigs (for bacon) and young cows ( for their meat). The farmer will justify using this method of farming by saying that he/she is giving the customers what they want – cheap food and lots of it ! 
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Questions

1. Describe the conditions that battery hens are kept in  look for 4 points)

2. Does factory farming suit the farmer? Explain, giving 3 reasons.
3. Does factory farming suit the hens? Explain, giving 3 reasons.
4. How is this method of farming different from the way farm animals used to be kept on farms ?
5. Explain what the phrase “intensive farming” means.
6. What other farm animals are kept using similar intensive methods ?
7. Explain what the phrase “factory farming” means.
In geography 
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Worksheet

Task 1 -  Using only the space provided, sum up what each paragraph is about…..

Paragraph 1 ________________________________________________________

Paragraph 2 ________________________________________________________

Paragraph 3 ________________________________________________________

Paragraph 4 ________________________________________________________ Paragraph 5 ________________________________________________________ Paragraph 6 ________________________________________________________

Task 2 -  Take the question sheet and in the table below, match up which paragraph is most likely to give the answer to each of the questions ………


Question
Paragraph


       1

  
     2


     3


     4

                  5


     6


     7

Task 3 -  Now that you have worked out where on the Resource sheet the answer to each question is to be found, answer each questions in the space below…

1. 


Most LikelyT


