Hand in Hand
Shawlands Academy, Glasgow
 

My connection with impetus has come  through our Hand in Hand project. The idea of Hand in Hand first appeared a year and a half ago with a meeting in Austria for teachers and pupils discussing things like equality and human rights.

 

Hand in Hand is a project promoting human rights and spreading the word of equality over nations. One of the first things that Hand in Hand did was the making of posters with positive slogans promoting race equality. These were made by third year pupils at Shawlands Academy at the time. These posters have made a very positive impact and were even used on the TV series ‘Taggart’. A CD featuring songs about human rights used one of the posters as its cover and has contributed to the success of Hand in Hand effectively.

 

I was first introduced to Hand in Hand in June 2006 when my art teacher announced that a few classmates and myself had been selected to design a banner with slogans raising awareness of equality and respect. These classmates were Emma, Niaala, Maria, Reza, Jack, Natasha and Steven.

 

First we were to come up with some pictures and slogans. We then brainstormed to see what we could think of. I came up with the slogans:

 

‘Respect for each other is the only hope we have.’
 

and
 

‘Our rights to thoughts and opinions are what make us who we are.’
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Shawlands Academy students present their work 
at the impetus Annual Show Case Celebration 2006




 

 

These were used in the final plan. The group also decided to use hands on the banner, as we were part of Hand in Hand. We then set to work sewing our banner.  Even if some of our sewing skills left something to be desired, the banner was finished by September 2006 in time to present it in London at the impetus Showcase. Niaala, Maria, Emma and I went along with our teacher, Miss Cameron, and coordinator, Miss Atkins, to London. 

 

On the first day, we were greeted by a group of people for the introduction, and we met the rest of the young people supporting impetus from Scotland, England, Northern Ireland and Wales. We played some group games to get to know each other, which was ideal since the trip was really about bringing people together. My classmates and I really enjoyed meeting new people and found we got on well with the other groups.

 

Later in the afternoon, we took the long - awaited trip to Madame Tussauds. This was very exciting and everybody got excellent pictures. After this was a lovely dinner at Pizza Express then soon off to bed, despite how excited we all were.

 

Day two was the big day. We had our fun the day before, met everyone and enjoyed our time in London. Now it was time to do what we came to do, to raise awareness and show off the hard work everyone had done.

 

I loved seeing everybody’s presentations. We had our time to make our own opinions about everyone but this really showed how everybody felt and their beliefs. 

 

I learned that ‘yes’ we were all from different parts of Britain, but projects like impetus brought us together , as we were all there for the same reasons.
 

On the journey back I sat and thought about how much I had learned from the trip and how sad I was to leave. I hope to continue to support Hand in Hand and have more to do with impetus.

 

I would like to thank Miss Atkins for this opportunity and Miss Cameron for her help. 

 

Most of all I thank impetus for raising our awareness of human rights and promoting equality.
 

 Caitlin McKenna Fouth Year Pupil, Shawlands Academy
