Ae Fond Kiss. A Study of the film
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We have worked different aspects of the film with the students of the 4th year of ESO.

a) The reality of Pakistan: We think it’s necessary to know the reality of this country to understand the film better.

b) Family, tradition and oneself: Communication in the family, respect, responsibility and the process of decision making.

c) Education in interculturality: A solution for our living together?

d) Love relationship, Feelings: main aspects.

The students worked the activities in groups.

Activity 1: The reality of Pakistan:

Objective: 

To know the reality of Pakistan: social, political, religious aspects. 

To understand some of the attitudes reflected in the film that are a clear consequence of the tradition and the education in this country.

In this activity we provide the students information about the reasons why many Pakistanis had to leave their country to settle in the United Kingdom. Some of the attitudes reflected in the film have to do with the social, political and religious context of this country. For example, Tarik (Casim’s father) was one the Pakistanis that had to migrate as a result of the religious and political tensions. His memories are marked by the violence and the chaotic experience he lived through when he ran away from the south (India) to the north (Pakistan). His twin brother was killed in this moment. All this can explain his reluctance to change.

These data are important to understand why the parents want to keep their traditions and why the children want to feel free to choose because they were born in Scotland and feel themselves Westerners.

Activity 2: Family, tradition and oneself.  


Objective: 

To promote the need of dialogue and understanding in the family relationship.


To be aware of the fact that we are responsible of our own actions.


To value the fact of having a family.

The idea in these activities is to get a bit deeper inside Casim’s family to avoid a complete negative opinion of them. 

2.1- Family background: think and write about the positive and negative aspects.

	Positive Aspects
	Negative Aspects

	.

.

.

.
	.

.

.

.




2.2 Casim and his two sisters have been brought up with the same beliefs and values but it’s curious to notice how different their attitudes are. Analyze these attitudes.

	
	Attitude

	Roxane
	

	Tahara
	

	Casim
	


2.3 In the film, Casim faces a difficult situation: he has to choose between following the family rules or his own feelings in the middle of a very harsh family conflict. Perhaps an attitude of tolerance could help solve this kind of conflict in an easier manner. Write about the aspects that you consider important to improve these attitudes of respect and tolerance in the family. 


1.-


2.-


3.-

2.4 Remember the following dialogue between Casim and Roisin when they come back from their holidays in Spain:

Casim: “I’ve been away for three days and my mum has left five messages.”

Roisin: “You are lucky.”

It’s possible that you also dislike these messages or calls from your parents but, have you thought about Roisin’s comment? Why do you think he says that Casim is lucky?

3.- Interculturality: A solution to live together?


Objective: 

To analyze the different attitudes before cultural diversity.


To be aware of our reality and behaviour with people from different cultural backgrounds.


To promote empathic feelings that help us live together with our differences.

Remember Tahara’s words at the beginning of the film:

“….but above all I reject the West’s simplification of a Muslim. I am a Glaswegian, Pakistani, teenager, woman. Woman of Muslim descent who supports Glasgow Rangers in a Catholic School, cos I’m a dazzling mixture and I’m proud of it.”


It’s probable that in your class there are boys and girls from different cultural backgrounds. What do you really think about that? Answer the questions and then discuss your opinions with the rest of the students in your class.

3.1 Remember some situations in the film that reflect a conflict due to lack of understanding respect to differences in the way of thinking, behaving, feeling…


1.-


2.-


3.-

3.2 When a boy or a girl with a different cultural background enters your classroom for the first time, what are the first things that you think about him/her?


1.-


2.-


3.-

3.3 Define the following words (you can use a dictionary)

Indifference

Marginalization

Assimilation

Pluralism

Multiculturalism

Interculturality

They are different attitudes in our society that produce different ways of approaching education and cultural diversity. Which one would you choose as the best to allow different cultures to live together?

4.- You and Me: A love relationship.


Objectives:


To identify the main aspects of a love relationship.


To emphasize the importance of the communication, respect, sincerity, confidence, and compromise in this relationship.

Let’s remember some fragments of the film that introduce fundamental aspects of a love relationship.

4.1 Remember when Roisin, talking about her past, tells Casim:


“I think I was lonely more than anything else. It’s cos I’ve no family. It’s kind of why I got married” 

Do you think that feeling alone is a reason to start a love relationship? Which aspects are the most important in the couple relationship?

4.2 Remember when Casim tells Roisin that he is going to marry his cousin Jasmine and she says: 


“Why didn’t you tell me last night? I can’t stand lies…. I really trusted you”.

Only this sentence can make you think of three fundamental aspects hat must always be present in a love relationship.


1.-


2.-


3.-

4.3 After the argument Casim answers: 


“You are right. I shouldn’t have let it happen. I should have foreseen the hurt”.


Which other fundamental aspect of a love relationship does this sentence refer to? 

4.4 During the argument they have because Casim hasn’t talked to his family, we can hear this:


Roisin: “Casim, we are good together, you know? I mean, it’s easy. It feels right, you know? And I think that if we want to, we can make it work”


Casim: “For how long?”

Focus on Casim’s question. Why does he ask this question? Which is the aspect that he considers fundamental in a relationship?
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Javier de la Iglesia, Miguel Marraco, Jorge Castro, Beatriz Martínez, Mireia Castro. 4º ESO A

1.- A study of the main characters:

Casim: A Muslim youngman grown un in Glasgow. He must marry his cousin, as their parents have arranged their marriage since Casim’s childhood. He wishes to set up his own club and is determined to do whatever necessary to succeed in it.

But from the moment her sister’s music teacher at a Christian Catholic School asks him to take a piano to her home, he will fall in love with someone he shouldn’t, as he is menacing with destroying both lives and his family’s if he  carries on with that “forbidden” relationship.

Roisin: She is a very kind and tolerant music teacher with great skills with the piano. When she meets Casim he doesn’t know that she is very close to make unhappy a lot of pwople, including the Muslim family. She feels outraged with Muslims’ lack of tolerance, but she gets  even angrier when she discovers Catholic peoples’s enormous intransigence.

Loosing his job and renouncing to everything, she wants Casim to make the same sort of sacrifice not considering that it would damage his family.  

Casim’s sisters: They represent two opposite ways to approach the situation. One of them, Roxane, who is sthe oldest one, decides to take a summisive attitude accepting completely everything their parents say as she has been educated to obbey tradition and religion, while the other, Tahara, decides to liver her own life, deciding by herself which Universisty to go to and who to marry with, despite their parents’ opinion.

2.- Positive and negative aspects of the family backgtround.


Positive aspects: 

1) A strong trust in the others. They feel protected by the other members of the family.

2) The family decides in one’s place. Everybody has to think about marriage or buying a house, and in this case the parents decide both, and build a house for him and his wife.


Negative aspects:

1) Isolation. A too deep relationship with the family makes them get isolated from the rest of society.

2) They can’t decide by themselves. Parents don’t let everyone take their own decisions, everything is arranged before you had thought about it, from where you have to go to study go which person is the best for you to marry.

3.- Roisin and Casim’s feelings about identity and contrast with their family traditions. 


The difficulties of inter-racial or mixed background love  relationship


Muslims have obbeyed the tradition of arranging children’s marriages for centuries, Casim is not an exception. He loves Roisins but he loves his parents, sister and friends too. His relationship with a Catholic woman es something they can’t accept anyway. So, he must decide if he wants to obbey the Muslim’s tradition and marry his cousin or going on with Roisin’s relationship.

Rosin is a Catholic woman teaching at a Catholic School in Glasgow. But one day she found that Catholic people obliged her to change his feelings about Casim and renouncing to love him just to be able to teach music or change Casim’s beliefs. 


So, as there may be a religious conflict in a relationship between two members of different  Churches, no matter their tolerance, families from different backgrounds are not prepared, in most cases, to accept that kind of union, as Churches surely are not, either.

4.-  Racial and religious prejudices:


How does the prejudice affect the life of the two main characters in the film?


As we have said before, Casim is seen by Catholic representatives as an obstacle . He isn’t considered even decent or respetable, and if Roisin is with him, she won’t be abele to even keep her job.


Who is responsible for the prejudice?



How do you as young adults feel that prejudice can be overcome in the future?


Tradition, religion, or even society, once religion’s influence is given. It is possible that in the future, with laicism in education or with a more ethical point of view,  people will grow up free of these prejudices (we aren’t saying that religion must be radically cut down but, as we see in the film, every tradition background has a lot to see with prejudice. 

5.- Could this story happen in your own school or community?


It’s a pity but it may have to be said that prejudices are so rooted in our society that they would make it very difficult that such a happy ending would turn out. It’s not impossible and we must believe in the possibility of it becoming true, as fortunately people are getting more and more tolerant nowadays. 

6.- Did you like the film? Why? Why not?


It was a nice film. It was a very well told story, not too dramatic but with the point of drama that was necessary to represent the problems correctly. But perhaps it was too soft. As we have been recently told, Loach’s films are full of hard stories of the sad side of our society, with not many happy endings. Some of us thought that the end was precipited and others that it was too perfect and kindly presented for the real world in which we live.
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 1.- A study of the main characters :


Casim: He’s  a Muslim boy in his twenties. He’s handsome and a very good person. He was born in Scotland from a Pakistani family. He’s used to Scottish lifestyle but his parents are very consevative and follow Muslim rules.


Roisin: She‘s an Irish woman.She teaches Music at the Catholic school where Casim’s sister studies. She lives on her own because she hasn’t got a family. She’s Catholic but non-practicing.


Other characters: Casim’s got two sisters but the most important is Tahara, the youngest. She’s intelligent and she wants to be a journalist but her parents refuse the idea because they want her to study Medicine.

2.-Positive and negative aspects of the family background.


Positive aspects: They are generous and very hard-working. They are a united family, too. They emigrated from their country so that their children would have a better future.


Negative: The parents are selfish and conservative. They follow the Muslim religion and their strict rules, for example: arranged marriages.

3.- Roisin and Casim’s feelings about identity and contrast with their family traditions: the difficulties of inter-racial or mixed  love relationship.


Roisin can’t understand Casim’s family because they don’t want them to be together in spite of their love, just because she isn’t Muslim and they’ve got an arranged fiancé he has to marry soon.

4-Racial and religious prejudices:


How does the prejudice affect the life of the two main characters in the film?   


It affects negatively because Casim has to fight against his parents and their beliefs and that’s very painful for him but eventually he has to make up his mind.

Who is reponsible for the prejudice?


Pakistani society because their members feel that if their children don’t follow their rules and don’t obey their parents,  these lose their honour and respect.

How do you as young adults feel that prejudice can be overcome in the future?


We think it’s very difficult to change their mind, but if they try hard and do an effort, they finally may achieve it.

5.- Could this story happen in your own school or community?


Maybe, but it’s more unusual than in the UK because the migration in Spain is quite recent.

6.- Did you like the film? Why? Why not?


Yes, we did, because their love was very strong and pure and it eventually manages to overcome the problems and there’s a happy end. The film also shows the real difficulties of mixed couples and how much they suffer.

Nerea Carranza, Santiago Martín, Marcos Cañas, Luis del Val, Cristina Santamaría. 4º ESO B 
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1.- A study of the main characters:


Casim: He’s a  handsome and intelligent young  man. He was born in Scotland but he comes from a Pakistani family. He’s very hard-working and tries to have his own nightclub with some friends.


Roisin: She’s  a beautiful, blond, Scottish girl. She’s a Music teacher at a Catholic school. We don’t  know much about her family, only about her friends.


Tahara: She’s Casim’s younger sister. She thinks she’s a “mixture” because she feels herself to be a Pakistani but she goes to a Catholic school. She is a fighter

2.- Positive and negative aspects of the family background:


Positive aspects: The parents look after their children very much and they want them  to study at University. They are also a united family.


Negative aspects: Casim’parents are very conservative and traditional Muslims, so they don’t like their children  choosing their other half : they want to arrange their marriages.

3.- Roisin and Casim’feelings about identity and contrast with their family traditions.

Although they are in love with each other, Casim’s religion doesn’t allow them to live together and Pakistany community doesn’t agree mixed marriages. Casim has to fight between his love to Roisin and his duty to Jasmine.

4.- Racial  and religious prejudices:

How does the prejudice affect the life of the two main charactersin the film?


It’s very hard for them and they suffer a lot, mainly Casim because he’s uncertain about what to do. He hesitates between the woman she loves and his attachment to his parents and culture.

Who is the responsible  for the prejudice?


In this film, Pakistani community and Muslim religion.

How do you as young adults feel that prejudice can be overcome in the future?

It’s very difficult but we must try that nobody imposes their ideas, traditions, religion, etc on the individual freedom of the others.

5.- Could this story happen in your own school or community?


No, because Pakistani people in Spain have come recently, so most teenagers were born there and they haven’t  integrated much in our society and customs.

6.- Did you like the film? Why? Why not?


Yes, because it shows the difficulties foreigners have to cope with new customs and  lifestyle without changing their own ones.

Ana Vicente, Sandra Pérez, Iris Vallejo, 4º ESO B
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1.- A study of the main characters:

Casim: He’s a Scottish young man whose family was originating from Pakistan. He’s kind, friendly, liberal and hard-working but he’s got a traditional and religious family. He loves music.


Roisin: She’s a teacher and she works at a Catholic school. She’s sensitive, happy and independent because she hasn’t got relationship with her family.


Other characters: Casim’s got two sisters. The older one is very traditional and she’s engaged to a man chosen by her parents. Tahara, the younger sister, is very liberal, though. She studies at the Catholic school where Roisin teaches and that’s why Casim and Roisin meet each other. She’d like to study in Luxembourg but her father doesn’t want to.

2.- Positive and negative aspects of the family background.

Positive aspects: It’s a very hard-working family and they want their children to study.


Negative aspects: The parents are very traditionalist, religious and authoritarian.

3.- Roisin and Casim’s feelings about identity and contrast with their family raditions: the difficulties of inter-racial or mixed love relationship.


They haven’t got any problem with their love but Casim’s family doesn’t want them to marry and live together because he has to marry his cousin Jasmine, the girl he’s engaged to. He doesn’t know what to do. 

4.- Racial and religious prejudices:

How does the prejudice affect the life of the two main characters in the film?


It affects very negatively because they can’t enjoy their love as any other couples. Casim is very undecided and he’s forced to choose about family or love.

Who is reponsible for the prejudice?


Casim’s family because of their religious ideas and traditions.

How do you as young adults feel that prejudice can be ovecome in the future?


Prejudice is something negative that causes a lot of suffering all over the world. There a lot of people who are racialist and they kill other people just for being “different” from them. That’s not sensible. We must fight against it and be more understanding. 

5.- Could this story happen in your own school or community?


In our opinion that would be very unlikely because people here haven’t got much relation with people coming from other countries. Immigration is still very recent in our town and families wouldn’t like it.

6.- Did you like the film? Why? Why not?


We think the story is great but we found it a bit slow and boring. However, the topic is very interesting and controversial

                                                                      Alba Acobi, Marcos Arnedo,

                                                                      Carlos Fraile, Miguel García.

                                                                      IES Hermanos D’Elhuyar  4º B  
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1.- A study of the main characters:

Casim: He’ a good-looking Muslim boy of Pakistani origin. He’s tall with black hair. He’s very kind, hard-working  and very responsible, too.


Roisin: She’s a short, thin, pretty woman with straight ,fair hair. She’s independent and selfish and teaches Music at a secondary school. Although she’s Catholic, she isn’t  practicing.


Other characters: Casim’ parents and sisters. His younger sister is Tahara. She’s thin and has got long, black hair. She’s honest and a real fighter. She’d like to study journalism.

2-Positive and negative aspects of the family background.


Positive aspects: They are a united family. The parents have worked hard because they want their children to succeed in their life.


Negative aspects: They are very traditionalist. They are devoted Muslims and they want their children to do the same and don’t let them be free to choose their fate. They arrange marriages according to their tradition.

3.- Roisin an Casim’s feelings about identity and contrast with their family traditions: The difficulties of inter-racial or mixed love relationship.


Roisin mustn’t have sexual relations because it’s forbidden by her religion and loses her job just for living with a Muslim. On the other hand, Casim can’t be with her because he must marry his arranged fiancée, Jasmine. Finally, Casim’s older sister is refused by her fiance’s family when they find out the relationship between Casim and Roisin.

4.- Racial and religious prejudices:


How does the prejudice affect the life ofthe two main characters in the film?


They can’t enjoy their love because she’s Catholic and he’s Muslim and their respective communities refuse their relationship.


Who is responsible for the prejudice?


The society.


How do you as young adults feel that prejudice can be ovecome in the future? 


Being  tolerant and understanding about other people’s beliefs and cultures and mainly respecting the individual freedom.

5.- Could this story happen in your own school or community?


 Yes, in fact things like these are starting to be common nowadays.

6.- Did you like the film? Why? Why not?


Yes, we like it so much because it’s very interesting and we can see real events .

Raquel Prado, Alba de Miguel, Laura Martínez, Eva Pastor, Andrea Sáenz, Carlota Ruiz, 4º B
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1.- A study of the main characters:

Casim: He’s an interesting, young man. He’s good-looking but with a big nose and dark-skinned. He comes from a Pakistani family but he was born in Glasgow (Scotland) where the family lives.

Roisin: She’s a short, slim Scottish girl with blond hair. She’s a Music teacher in a Catholic school. She loves music,  particularly  playing the piano. She loves Casim and he doesn’t mind his race or religion. She’s a non-practicing Catholic.

Other characters: Tahara, she’s Casim’s younger sister. She’s pretty and very clever, and the “rebel” of the family.

2.-Positive and negative aspects of the family background.

Positive aspects: The family is united and loving and all the members are very hard-working.

Negative aspects: The parents are very possessive towards their children. They are also consevative and traditionalist , following the Muslim religion strictly.

3.-Roisin and Casim’s feelings about identity and contrast with their family traditions: the difficulties of inter-racial or mixed loved relationship.

They love each other so much and they don’t mind about their different race or religion but their relationship is in danger because Casim doesn’t know what to do. He has to choose between his duty to his family or his feelings.

4.- Racial and religious prejudices:


How does the prejudice affect the life of the two main characters in the film?


It affects terribly and they suffer a lot. It’s an”impossible love” but they love each other so much that they finally managed to overcome all the difficulties.

Who is responsible for the prejudice?


Casim’s family, their communities and even friends.

How do as young adults feel that prejudice can be ovecome in the future?


We don’t know because it’s very difficult to change this sort of  things. Some families change their customs when they migrate to another country but most of them continue with them because they feel they betray their homeland or beliefs.

5.- Could this story happen in your school or community?


 Perhaps, but it’s a bit difficult for different causes. Anyway, there may be some cases.    

6.- Did you like the film? Why? Why not? 


It was OK: it was interesting and reflects inter-racial difficulties but it´s also quite slow and repetitive and with a lot of love scenes.

Raquel Escarza,  Carmen Llanos, Andrea Pérez. 4º B
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1.- A study of the main characters:

       Casim: He’s a young man. He comes from a Pakistani family but he was born in  Scotland. He respects his family’s religion and traditions but he likes music, dancing, and the lifestyle of young Scottish people. The problem is that his parents want him to marry Jasmine but he’s in love with Roisim.

       Roisin: She’s a Scottish young woman who teaches Music at a Catholic school. She’s got some problems with her job when they find out she loves Casim.

       Tahara: She’s Casim’sister and the youngest of the family. She studies at Roisin’s school. She suffers bullying there but she’s very hard-working, friendly and stubborn.

2.- Positive and negative aspects of the family background.

       Positive aspects: Casim’s family is very united and they love each other very much. The  parents work very hard so that their children can have a succesful future.

      Negative aspects: The parents want to decide what their children must do with their lives. For example, they want them to marry Muslim people and the ones they choose and they force Tahara to study Medicine instead Journalism she likes.

3.- Roisin and Casim’s feelings about identity and contrast with their family traditions: the dificulties of inter-racial or mixed love relationship.

      They haven’t got any problems with their feelings and they are sure of their love but Casim’s family has got a great influence over him and he doesn’t want to let them down.

4- Racial and religious prejudices:

        Casim’s family is the responsible for the prejudice they suffer. We think that everybody should marry the person they love and nobody should mind about religion, race,etc the other person has.

5.- Could this story happen in your school or community?

        Well, it could, because there are a lot of people from other cultures and countries living in our town now but it’s a bit difficult because they haven’t been here for long.

6.- Did you like the film? Why? Why not?   

         We liked it but it’s a bit slow and repetitive.   

Sandra Ordoñez, Chuchi Ruiz, Raquel Vargas, Odín Sáenz. 4º ESO B.

Rubén, Sergio, Guille y Tibo                                                    4º ESO A
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1.- A study of the main characters:

Casim: He is a Muslim boy that falls in love with a very beautiful Scottish girl.

Roisin: She is a very beautiful music teacher. She falls in love with Casim. 

2.- Positive and negative aspects of the family backgtround.


Positive aspects: They are very close, they worry about the future of their children.


Negative aspects:  They are patronizing.

3.- Roisin and Casim’s feelings about identity and contrast with their family traditions. 


The difficulties of inter-racial or mixed background love  relationship

Casim is a Muslim and Roisin is a Catholic. Casim’s family don’t understand that their son falls in love with  a Scottish girl who is a Catholic.

Roisin has a lot of problems in her work.   

4.-  Racial and religious prejudices:


How does the prejudice affect the life of the two main characters in the film?

They quarrel because of their differences.


Who is responsible for the prejudice?

Both characters are responsible.


How do you as young adults feel that prejudice can be overcome in the future?

Discussing things until we change our minds.

5.- Could this story happen in your own school or community?

Yes.

6.- Did you like the film? Why? Why not?

No, because it was very boring.

Ae Fond Kiss

By:

Sofía Macías Redondo

Seila García Bravo

Ana Castillo Martínez

Miriam Castañares Sáenz

4º ESO A
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1.- A study of the main characters:

Other characters: We are going to discuss Tahara. She is Casim’s younger sister. She is a teenager and she studies at a Catholic school although she is a Muslim. She is liberal so she thinks she is a mixture of different things. 

She doesn’t think like her father. She wants to go to university and study to become a journalist but her father wants her to study Medicine. She rebels and she tells her family what she wants for her future.

2.- Positive and negative aspects of the family background.


Positive aspects: 

The family cares and worries about the future of their children and they want the best for them.


Negative aspects: 

a) They have very firm ideas that that don’t want to change.

b) They don’t allow their children to do what they want to.

c) They have their beliefs and roots very deep inside.

3.- Roisin and Casim’s feelings about identity and contrast with their family traditions. 


The difficulties of inter-racial or mixed background love  relationship

Roisin: She is in love with Casim and she wants to stay with him, but if she does she can lose her job (finally she loses it)

Casim: He is in love with her too but his family doesn’t agree with the relationship because they want him to marry his cousin (arranged marriage)

4.-  Racial and religious prejudices:



Who is responsible for the prejudice?

The religion, the tradition and the family. If she wants to continue working, she can’t stay with him, because she works in a Catholic School and what she is doing is a sin. And if he wants to stay with her, he won’t stay with his family because they don’t agree with his choice, Roisin.

5.- Could this story happen in your own school or community?


We think that it would happen in our lives but we wouldn’t renounce to our beliefs.

6.- Did you like the film? Why? Why not?

Yes, we did. We think it is interesting and we have learnt with it.

Ae Fond Kiss
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1.- A study of the main characters:

Casim: He is kind, generous. He feels his roots very deep inside. He likes going out. 

Roisin: She is selfish because she is in love and she doesn’t want to make a mess again.

2.- Positive and negative aspects of the family backgtround.


Positive aspects: They feel very close.


Negative aspects: The arranged marriage, that they don’t let their children to choose their couples.

3.- Roisin and Casim’s feelings about identity and contrast with their family traditions. 


The difficulties of inter-racial or mixed background love  relationship

4.-  Racial and religious prejudices:


How does the prejudice affect the life of the two main characters in the film?


If they have got children, they will have to be Catholic and if he wants to marry Roisin, he will have to forget his family.


Who is responsible for the prejudice?


The religion and the society.


How do you as young adults feel that prejudice can be overcome in the future?


Trying to understand the others, trying to put ourselves in their skins. Love must triumph over everything.

5.- Could this story happen in your own school or community?


Yes, it could happen because nowadays we live with other cultures and races.

6.- Did you like the film? Why? Why not?


Yes, we did. Because it shows the reality of our society. And because love triumphs in the end.

Ae Fond Kiss

Sandra Chicote

Víctor Munilla

Adrián Inchausti

Jorge Cano

Bruno Benés

4º ESO A

1.- A study of the main characters:

Casim: We like him because he is nice and brave. But he could be a bit more brave.

Roisin: We think she is a little selfish because she is in love.

2.- Positive and negative aspects of the family backgtround.


Positive aspects: They worry about their children and it’s very important. It’s a good way of keeping the family links.


Negative aspects: The children can’t decide about his future.

3.- Roisin and Casim’s feelings about identity and contrast with their family traditions. 


The difficulties of inter-racial or mixed background love  relationship


a) Arranged marriage


b) Different religions


c) Parish priests.

4.-  Racial and religious prejudices:


How does the prejudice affect the life of the two main characters in the film?

They sometimes have arguments because of this.

Who is responsible for the prejudice?

Both are responsible.


How do you as young adults feel that prejudice can be overcome in the future?


Discussing things with the others and changing their beliefs.

5.- Could this story happen in your own school or community?


Yes, why not? Perhaps it has happened but people hide it because they are afraid of the others.

6.- Did you like the film? Why? Why not?


Sandra: I don’t like it very much because I don’t like how the main ideas are explained. My favourite character is Tahara. I agree with her opinion.


Victor, Inchausti, Bruno y Jorge: We like the film because it’s cool, because it’s a good story.

Ae Fond Kiss
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1.- A study of the main characters:

Casim is a Scottish man of Pakistani origin. He wants to have a normal life, similar to any Western one. But around him there are high signs of racism and intolerance in the Scottish society: from insulting his sister in the school to stabbing his father in the middle of the street. Casim is apparently progressive but when an opportunity appears in his life, he is incapable of advancing and forgetting the deep ideals of his family and community. Finally he does because of his love for Roisin.

Roisin is an Irish woman, without family, who lives her life without any tie. She doesn’t have any problem in falling in love with a Pakistani boy. She doesn’t have any problem in beginning a new life in spite of confronting Casim’s family. She is a teacher in a quite conservative public school. Because of religious reasons, she will be finally dismissed.

Tahara is Casim’s sister. She is a teenager who is aware of the kind of family she has. They don’t approve of her plans for the future: She wants to go to Edinburgh to study Medicine and she also wants to have the same university life as any Scottish girl, far from her family; in this way she will be able to live with her own rules. 

Casim’s parents go on with their Muslim mentality, traditions and customs. They don’t tolerate any change. When their only son and youngest daughter expose their plans for the future, they don’t agree. They forbid Tahara to go to Edinburgh and they oblige Casim to marry his cousin. But when Casim rebels and decides to go and live with Roisin, Tahara decides to study to become a doctor.

2.- Positive and negative aspects of the family backgtround.


Positive aspects: I can only say that keeping the traditions of any culture is very important for the identity of each family and each member of it.


Negative aspects: Casim’s father has suffered the consequences of racism and now, he isn’t open to change or to the Western customs. 

3.- Roisin and Casim’s feelings about identity and contrast with their family traditions. 


Apparently both are open to change and progress but Casim doesn’t want to tell his parents about their relationship. Rosin thinks that they have been judged by the intolerance of both Catholics and Muslims and when she tells Casim about it his reaction is very bad, he thinks that neither his family nor the Muslims have got any fault. This, and the fact that Casim doesn’t tell his parents about Roisin, are two important problems of intolerance and no development.


The difficulties of inter-racial or mixed background love  relationship


The different cultures play an important part when beginning an inter-racial love relationship. Both parts have to give up something. In this case, Casim’s culture is closer than Roisn’s and he isn’t keen on the idea of leaving his customs behind. For one culture, the honour of a family declines when a son decides to marry a “cori” while for the other, freedom is more important. So they have to face a mayor social problem, this incompatibility of conceptions of many cultures that will force them to choose between the happiness of love and their customs.

4.-  Racial and religious prejudices:


How does the prejudice affect the life of the two main characters in the film?


Prejudice and intolerance produce the wrongful dismissal of Roisin and many arguments between the couple.


Who is responsible for the prejudice?


The religions are the responsible for the prejudice  because they are included in the schools curriculum and they are the cause of the intolerance towards the inter-racial relationships.


How do you as young adults feel that prejudice can be overcome in the future?


I think that the first step is to eliminate all the intolerant aspects of the religions and the second, but not less important, to take the study of the Religious Studies out of school. The Religion is something that a family can teach in their homes or in the respective centres, not in public schools.

5.- Could this story happen in your own school or community?


Of course, it can happen in any place where the values of tolerance and respect haven’t been adopted.

6.- Did you like the film? Why? Why not?


Yes, I did. Because it shows prejudices in our society that prevent development and world tolerance and that nowadays are producing serious conflicts between the Eastern and Western world.

Ágata Ariane López Santana.  1º Bachillerato C
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Characters:

Casim: He’s a young Scottish Muslim. He’s shy and he’s confused about having a relatinship with Roisin.

Roisin: She is  a young woman, she’s a Music teacher. She’s in love with Casim.

Tahara: She’s Casim’s sister. She’s well integrated in her society.

Positive and negative aspects of the family background

Casim’s family want him to marry a Muslim girl. They want that because they think it’s the best for him, because their society doesn’t accept a relationship like that of Casim and Roisin. But this aspect is negative too because in doing that they make it difficult for their children to get integrated.

Roisn and Casim’s feelings

They are in love and they haven’t got any trouble because of the religion or their different origin. The difficulties of inter-racial love is society and tabooes.

Racial and religious prejudices

Prejudice affects Roisin and Casim’s lives because their relationship has to be kept in secret.

Responsible for the prejudice: everybody.

I feel that prejudice can be overcome in the future when I watch the news in TV, when I see what happens in France.

Could this story happen in your own school or community?

This story could happen in  my own school, but the town where I live in is not very big and there’s not much inmigration.

Did you like the film?

Yes, I liked the film very much. It’s very optimistic.

Bárbara Valgañón de Imaña.   1º Bachillerato C
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1.- A study of the main characters:

Casim: He’s afraid  of how long Roisin will be  in love with him.

Roisin: In many scenes I saw a woman that wants Casim to do what she wants. (For example when Roisin has to go to the school and he has to welcome the London investor. She tells Casim that he has to stay with her and he answers that in two hours he will arrive home. Then, Roisin puts the chain in the door and switches off the mobile phone) Even so I think that she’s patient and tries to understand Casim’s family.

Tahara: She wants to “break the chains” that seize her but her parents don’t let her. I think that she shares a wish of freedom with her brother.

The older sister: She’s hypocrite and vindictive. As she can’t marry with the rich man, she doesn’t want Casim to be happy with the Irish woman.
The parents: They think that their children have to do everything that they want.
2.- Positive and negative aspects of the family backtround.

Positive aspects: The worry for their children. They want them to have everything  they need.

Negative aspects: Religion is too important for them. They don’t respect their children’s decisions. 

3.- Roisin and Casim’s feelings about identify and contrast with their family traditions.

The difficulties of inter-racial or mixed background love relationship.

People understand that it’s possible the love between a white Catholic and a Muslim.  

The difficulties are found in the work, the streets, the relations with the family, the friends… .

4.-Racial and religious prejudices: 

How does the prejudice affect the life of the two main characters in the film?

When Roisin needs the paper where it is confirmed that she’s a good Catholic, the priesst doesn’t want to sign it because she’s with a Muslim boy and practises sex out of the marriage. (This is a sin) Moreover, she has to leave  the school because she’s with Casim.

For Casim’s family, that their son has a relation with a Catholic is terrible. (Casim’s friend says that if he goes out with Roisin, he’ll ruin his family). 

Who is responsible for the prejudice?


I think that the responsible are the beliefs of the religions.

How do you as young adults feel that prejudice can be overcome in the future?

They can educate their children showing them that a relationship between people of different cultures isn’t a sin and…I don’t know but with things like that.

5.- Could this story happen in your own school or community?

I don’t know if this can happen in my school but, if the same story occurs I’m sure that most people will think that it is a terrible thing and They will probably speak about this all time round.

6.- Did you like the film? Why? Why not?

Yes, I liked the film because it shows us how a story like this can happen in our community. 

I feel sorry for Roisin when she has to leave the Catholic school to go to a lay school and when she saw Casim with Jazmin and the sister doesn’t tell her that the wedding wasn’t cancelled. 

Laura Medrano. 1º Bachillerato C

