‘Ae Fond Kiss’ – the Film

Starring Atta Yaqub and Eva Birtwhistle

Student Discussion                         [image: image1.wmf]
Issues

Stereotyping

Racial prejuduce

Religious prejudice

Arranged marriage

Identity

How do we define prejudice?

How does the prejudice affect the life of the two main characters in the film?

Who is responsible for the prejudice?

How do you as young adults feel that prejudice can be overcome in the future?

Can you see it operating in the lives of young people in your own school or community?
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Atta himself said, at our meeting with him, that the film was about identity.

He says the film is about being young, Muslim and Scottish.

How does the film portray all  three of these identities? 

Do you feel they are separate or do they overlap?

Describe the main features of each one and then discuss the properties that could be held in common.

How would you describe your own identity. Is Nationality important? Is it real?

Write a report which summarises the students in your group’s feelings about identity and publish this on the ‘Roads to Equality’ website .

Write a script which dialogues Atta’s two personalities of being Muslim and being Scottish. 

Explore how the two identities might speak to each other and show how one might influence the other. Do this as a role play for each other.
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Ken Loach is one of the UK’s best known film directors. Do some research on the internet on him and write a background report on his work.

Can you identify any common themes that he deals with in his work? Try to watch one other film directed by Ken Loach.

He in  a radio interview stated that he felt young Muslims in Britain were on the ‘cusp’ of a new identity and feels that his film challenges the stereotypes that have been made about Muslims in Europe since 9/11.

How far do you agree with him on these points? Has the film changed your ideas about the lives of young Muslim living in Scotland? What issues have you thought about since watching the film? How would you see their identity changing? What is new? What is old?

How does the film make an anti- racist statement?
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How might the film be seen as a modern interpretation of Romeo and Juliet?

Did you enjoy the story of their romance?

What difficulties had to be overcome before the end of the film?

Who would you say is responsible for these obstacles? Are they ‘man made’ or do they say something about Love itself?

What resolves their difficulties? What role does their romance play in the message of the film?

The sex scene created a major problem for Atta in his own community in Glasgow. Does your student group feel this was controversial and should have been taken out?

Again, report your discussion and exchange ideas about this with your partner students.

The poem

The title of the film takes its name from Robert Burns poem : ‘Ae Fond Kiss’.

Read the poem and then describe how the message of the poem relates to any of the issues raised in the film.

	Robert Burns. 1759–1796

	  

	499. Ae Fond Kiss

	  


	AE fond kiss, and then we sever;
	 

	Ae fareweel, alas, for ever!
	 

	Deep in heart-wrung tears I'll pledge thee,
	 

	Warring sighs and groans I'll wage thee!
	 

	 
	

	Who shall say that Fortune grieves him
	         5

	While the star of hope she leaves him?
	 

	Me, nae cheerfu' twinkle lights me,
	 

	Dark despair around benights me.
	 

	 
	

	I'll ne'er blame my partial fancy;
	 

	Naething could resist my Nancy;
	  10

	But to see her was to love her,
	 

	Love but her, and love for ever.
	 

	 
	

	Had we never loved sae kindly,
	 

	Had we never loved sae blindly,
	 

	Never met—or never parted,
	  15

	We had ne'er been broken-hearted.
	 

	 
	

	Fare thee weel, thou first and fairest!
	 

	Fare thee weel, thou best and dearest!
	 

	Thine be ilka joy and treasure,
	 

	Peace, enjoyment, love, and pleasure!
	  20

	 
	

	Ae fond kiss, and then we sever!
	 

	Ae fareweel, alas, for ever!
	 

	Deep in heart-wrung tears I'll pledge thee,
	 

	Warring sighs and groans I'll wage thee!
	 


	 


