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Students absorbed in “Ae Fond Kiss”, poem by Robert Burns
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Our impression of Casim
We have good impression of Casim. He respects his family and loves his girlfriend a great deal, and he tries to make them happy. He is caring and thoughtful, and he does not seem like the stereotype Pakistani boy. He loves life, enjoys music and dancing and has great ambitions. Religion and culture are important to him, but he has lived his whole life in Scotland, and he has become westernized. He feels suppressed by his culture (and parents) and traditions, and he has a strong urge for his own freedom. He is not judgemental and he tries to see the best in everybody. He is hard-working.
Our impression of Roisin

She is a good teacher, and a non-practicing Catholic. She is a modern girl who is not used to Casim’s family culture and religion. She struggles to understand his background. She is a bit selfish and stubborn and that makes it even harder for her to understand Casim’s background. She tries to be understanding and patient.  
A comparison of their family background  and values

They both come from religious families, but Casim’s family and the Pakistani society are very closely knit. If you don’t follow the rules you will get negative sanctions, your family will lose honour and respect in the community.  
The difficulties of inter-racial love relationship 

Cultural differences, misinterpretation, different values, religious opinions, unwanted family interferences, different ways of life, where to live, what to name our children, what school to send their children to, and how to divide domestic roles ( the man as provider and woman as the house keeper?).
Other important characters?

Casim’s sisters and parents are important. Tahara, his younger sister, is the family rebel and supports her brother in his decision, even though he doesn’t support her in her choice of education.

Casim’s older sister tries to secure the family’s interest, and interferes a lot in their relationship, without succeeding.
What we liked about the film

We liked the movie, because it was fun and romantic, but the love scenes were a bit overwhelming, embarrassing, long and too frequent.  The story could have taken place in Drammen, since we have quite a big Muslim population here as well.
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Our impression of Casim

The impression of Casim is rather good. He seems like a nice Pakistani boy, but he wants to live in the 21st century where he can be free, but on the other hand he does not want to disappoint his family and his religion. Casim is a gentle and romantic boy who has real feelings.  He is not the typical stereotype of a Pakistani person because of he is very up-to-date and Scottish instead of being a devoted Muslim.

Our impression of Roisin

Roisin is an Irish girl living in Scotland. The image of her is also quite good. She seems like a nice, genuine and caring person. Roisin also seems like a strong woman, fighting for what she believes in: She wants to be with Casim who is a Muslim, even though she risks getting the sack. She has been hurt before in her life, but she is willing to take a chance with Casim, because of their strong feelings for each other. 

A comparison of their family background and values

Casim: Comes from a Muslim family where family standards and morals are pretty high. He grows up, knowing that the family makes almost every decision for him. Even though he has his space, he knows he cannot let his family down by choosing to be with Roisin. The father is the family’s patriarch, where he decides everything; including what the children are going to study or whom they are going to marry.

Roisin: Comes from a Catholic background. She has had more freedom and space in her life. She can marry whom she feels like and study what she wants. Even so, being a teacher in a Catholic school, the priest says that she is not allowed to be with a Muslim.

The difficulties of inter-racial love relationship 

It is difficult because the background is so different from one another. When you met someone who has another view of life, religion and love you may have to give up something you are used to. Therefore, inter-racial relationships are often quite difficult because someone will have to sacrifice something in order to adjust.  

Other important characters?

The father of Casim: Wanting Casim to succeed in Scotland, but he does not support him when he says he has found love. He is too worried about what the environment might say.  The father has been through war, and all he wants is to see his only son happy, but he becomes angry and frustrated when Casim chooses a girl from another religion. 

The older sister of Casim: Wanting Casim to listen to what their father says about marrying a Pakistani. If Casim does not marry Jasmine (who is his fiancée) the family will lose their respect in the community and his older sister will not get to marry the man she is engaged to. Therefore she contacts Roisin and tells her about the family’s situation, but Roisin does not listen. She will never give up the strong love she has for Casim.

The younger sister of Casim

When the older sister does not want to stand up to the family, the younger sister is the opposite. She stands up to her father, telling him that she wants to study in Edinburgh, wanting to make a career of her own. She even wants to meet Casim, when he betrays the family. Even so, the riot is small; she does not want to ruin the family either. 

What we liked about the film

The movie was very good because of the actors, who played very well. The relationship between Roisin and Casim is very strongly played. The theme and the message were also very important. It is a very important question to ask in these days, and therefore it was brilliant of the director to put the movie in a modern setting. The movie was not only about love and romance, it was also about the difficulties of being with someone from another religion and how the community responds to that. The movie also makes an anti- racist statement. 

Could the story have taken place in Drammen?

Yes, it could. It is very common that people find each other even when they come from different religions. There are many immigrants in Drammen, so the setting of the movie “Ae Fond Kiss” could just as well have been Dranmen !
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My impression of Casim

Personally, I think Casim is a nice person. He has no problems getting along with people, and he talks a lot. He has strong feelings, and cares for everyone he meets. However, it is important to know that this is going to change during the movie. Casim’s big challenge is to let everyone stay happy, both  his family, Roisin and himself, which seems to be an impossible quest. 

I think it is right that Casim should care for his family like he has always done during his life. On the other hand, he is not bound to do what his parents say. He has the full right to make his own choices, and his family ought to respect it.
My impression of Roisin
For me, Roisin is only one woman out of the others; apart from that she’s a music teacher and a Catholic. She has a nice personality, but as most other women characters in films, she seems to get irritated quite fast when things do not go her way. However, I can understand that, because it is not easy to live together with Casim when he never decides if he should stay with her or his own family. 

I think Roisin takes things a little bit too fast; it seems like she does not really understand how it is to belong to a Pakistani community, where everyone is following family traditions and relying on each other.
A comparison of their family background and values

Casim is a Muslim, while Roisin is a Catholic. Although they are not very religious themselves, their religions are splitting them in several ways. Casim’s family is not strongly following the rules of the Islam, but it relies heavily on the community and thinks family traditions are important. For instance, all family members have studied in Glasgow, and everyone is supposed to get married with someone in the community. This person is often chosen by the children’s parents.


Roisin is not too concerned with her family and can not be considered strongly religious. Although she is Catholic and believe in Catholic values, they are not standing against people’s individual choices and opinions. However, at the Catholic school Roisin is working at, it is different. Here you have to be a Catholic following all the basic principles of the religion.
The difficulties of inter-racial love relationship 

We can clearly see the difficulties of inter-racial love relationship in the film. The main problem is to keep everyone happy, both thinking about the main persons themselves and their families and communities. Casim’s family cannot tolerate his son getting married with a white woman, but if Casim listens to his family and leaves Roisin, both he and she will stay depressed for the rest of their lives.
Could the story have taken place in Drammen?
No, just no. A story similar to this one could have taken place anywhere else in Britain, I think, but not in Norway, and especially not in Drammen. First of all, there are few Norwegians which can be considered very religious. Secondly, the Muslims living in Drammen are not living in an area dominated by Muslims only. Most of the Muslims in Drammen live in a part of the town called Fjell, but there are still many Norwegians living there too. This means that the Muslims are having more communication with the Norwegians, which makes them less isolated from the Norwegian population. Although I do not think every family would be happy with his child getting a white partner, I do not think the problem would have been that big, maybe with a few exceptions.
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My impression of Casim
Casim is a Muslim, and has grown up in a religious family. He is a guy that has all his life done what he’s been told. He has great respect for his family, and he would never let them down, if it wasn’t for Roisin. He is romantic and gentle, and his decision to follow his heart, 

was what I hoped for through the whole film.

My impression of Roisin

Roisin is a Catholic girl from Ireland. She is a teacher, and plays the piano beautifully. She falls in love with Casim, and has to sacrifice her job for her and his feelings. She is 

trying to understand Casim’s family problems, but she never lets go of him, even when Casim’s sister asked her to. 

A comparison of their family background  and values

I think Casim comes from a more religious family than Roisin. She is a Catholic, but she doesn’t go to church, or anything. She believes in the individual, and making your own choices. Casim believes in the family. Family comes first, and his own feelings second. Casim’s family have had to sacrifice more then hers. So to them the family is everything.
The difficulties of  inter-racial love relationship 

Different values can cause problems and conflicts. If they believe strongly in different things, they can grow apart. Couples have to have something more then love to build on. They can destroy their families, but if they really love each other, and if their family really love them, some of the problems disappear.  

Are other characters important?

The family members of Casim are important. His sister talks to Roisin and asks her to leave her brother. And his mom and dad try to get him married to his cousin. Other than that I don’t think any of the other persons in the film are important. 

What I like about the film

It is the ultimate love story, a bit Romeo and Juliet actually.

The in-loves overcome every obstacle, and end up getting one another. 

And who doesn’t like that? Everyone (girls) like a  good love story. 

Could the story have taken place in Drammen?

I guess it could happen here too, since there are many immigrants here in Drammen. 

But between a Catholic and a Muslim,  I’m not so sure about that. I don’t really know if there are many Catholics in Drammen. But between a Protestant and a Muslim, that is possible. 
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Our impression of Casim:

Casim seemed to be an untypical Pakistani boy. We have heard about some Pakistani boys being members of gangs and that they are violent and “bad boys”. He was quite gentle and emotional. He was a great actor, and he also looked very good! We really liked him! :-) We liked the end, and that he chose Roisin instead of his family. That was what we hoped from the beginning of the movie. 

Our impression of Roisin:

Roisin was a very cute girl. She is raised as a Catholic girl, but she didn’t seem to be very religious. Even though she worked as a teacher in a Catholic school, she didn’t follow the Catholic rules. For instance she lived with a Pakistani boy without being married to him. 

A comparison of their family background and values

Both Casim and Roisin have had a strict and religious childhood, but with two different 
religions. For Casim it was important to support his family and to stick with them. Roisin was
 more on her own and lived her life just like she wanted to. For instance she impulsively went 
to Spain with Casim. Casim had to lie and he said to his family he went to London with a 
friend. Roisin could be more of a rebel because her family was living in Ireland and couldn’t 
control her.The extent of family control is the most important difference, as both faith faiths
 have strict moral codes.
The difficulties of inter-racial love relationship 

Catholics believe in romantic love, while Muslims have traditions of who you are supposed to marry. This make conflicts when you mix the religions. For Muslims the family is important and their choices depend on their parents. 

Are other characters important?

   Casim’s family has an important role in the movie. When Casim’s  little sister tells her family that she wants to go to a journalist school in Edinburgh, they force her not to go. 

This shows how much Muslims care about their parents’ opinions. We get the impression that she is leaving anyway, and become completely westernized. Maybe with Casim as an idol. 

What we like about the film:
We liked that Casim and Roisin’s relationship won. Their love seemed to be so real and they looked so cute together
Could the story have taken place in Drammen?
We absolutely think so. We have many immigrants living in Drammen, with many different religions. It is not unusual with multicultural relationships; we actually have friends in the same situation as Casim and Roisin. We pity them because of the difficulties they have, and hope they are able to sort things out! 
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Our impression of Casim

Casim is a kind and generous Muslim. He is westernized. He has given up his own religion to pursue love. He loves his family very much, however, his love for Roisin is stronger. He is ambitious, considerate and caring. This conclusion is based on his care and consideration for his family, and his ambition to become a famous DJ.

Our impression of Roisin
She is an Irish Catholic. She is energetic, creative and wants to pursue her career as a music teacher. She meets resistance when she lets Casim move in with her. She breaks off with the Catholic way of life. This costs her her job at the public Catholic school. She has to transfer to a denominational school.
A comparison of their family background  and values

A Muslim family compared to a Catholic family. The values have some similarities as to whom they can marry. They must marry someone of their own religion. Both of them are minorities in Scotland. She is an Irish Catholic, he a Pakistani. 

The difficulties of  inter-racial love relationships 

Acceptance is hard to find when in an inter-racial relationship. The culture differences are also difficult to combine.

Are other characters important?

Hammid, a friend of Casim, has a certain influence on Casim as a friend. Hammid was also living with a “goree.” He had kept the relationship a secret from his family for seven years. So he represents the solutions many will have to live with if they accept the family’s choice of partner. Both sisters of Casim are important, either as examples of rebellion (youngest sister) or adaptation (eldest sister). 
What we like about the film

We liked the mood in the film. It gave us a good experience of what a multicultural relationship face.

Could the story have taken place in Drammen?
Yes, because here in Drammen we have a large percentage of immigrants.
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Our impression of Casim

Casim is a responsible and caring boy. He is devoted and conscientious, but at the same time he feels that his religion is holding him back. He has a hard time accepting the path made out for him and wants to be in charge of his own life. The typical Pakistani life is not for him, he wants to be part of the modern world where the individual has the right to decide for himself or herself. There are a lot of expectations as he is the family’s only son and he feels the pressure to fulfil them all. He does not want to let anyone down and knows that if he breaks the Muslim tradition, it will destroy his family.  
Our impression of Roisin
Roisin is very independent and seems strong, but at the same time she is vulnerable. She has lost a lot of the persons she has loved and is therefore afraid to let anyone get close to her. She is a modern girl, adapted to the free world where everybody can do what they want to. She is not used to religion being such an important part of life, thus she cannot quite understand what the problem is for Casim. It is also a major set back for her when she experiences that her religion causes problems as well, as it gets her transferred to another school. 
A comparison of their family background  and values
Having moved from Ireland to Glasgow, family, tradition and religion are not  very essential ingredients in Roisin’s  life. In spite of being a Catholic, she is now divorced. She has the values she has learnt from living on her own. It is obvious that she misses something firm she can rely on and hold on to, but being independent and self-sufficient is very important to her. Still she needs a confirmation of some sort and Casim enters as the one she can rely on and who loves her unconditionally. Casim has had a quite different childhood. He has grown up in a safe and loving, but strict environment where everyone was taken good care of. He has learnt the Muslim ground values, like being polite and patient. He is expected to be dependent of his family and it is seen upon as being respectful to involve the family in most of the matters of his life.
The difficulties of  inter-racial love relationship 

There are various difficulties with inter-racial love relationships. People of different races often have different faiths, which bring with it different rules and traditions. This can cause problems both between the two people in love and their families, as we see an example of in the movie. The different cultures value different things and prioritizing can be hard when you are not used to the same things. 
Are other characters important?

Rukhsana Khan, Casim’s sister. She represents the whole family when she consults Roisin about the problems with the relationship between her and Casim. She shows the Khans’ opinions not only in world, but in action as well. 
Tahara Khan, also Casim’s sister. She is the only member of the family who supports Casim. She is a bit of a rebel herself, as she plans to take a journalist course in Edinburgh, even though her father has forbidden her to go there. 
Hamid, Casim’s friend. He is the person who knows the best what Casim is going through. His situation is quite similar, but even so he does not support Casim one hundred percent. He actually tells him to break up with her, or keep her as lover in secret.
What I like about the film

We liked the movie a lot, as it concerned a very current issue. People of different races falling in love is not unusual, and perhaps most people think it is unproblematic, but it can cause problems when cultures clash.  The film deals with many aspects of inter-racial relationships. Casim is caught in the middle between his family, friends and mosque on one side, and his girlfriends, who he loves, on the other. Roisin has to deal with an unsure boyfriend, his family who tries to split them up and a church who will not give her the papers she needs for work, as long as she lives with a Muslim. 
As in so many other movies the main question is: Will love survive? Even so A Fond Kiss shows the conflict between love and sense in a very intriguing way and the actors are very believable. The story captivates and touches as only a good love story can and the fact that similar conflicts are acted out all over the world every day, makes the action seem very authentic and real.
Could the story have taken place in Drammen?
Probably, but perhaps in a smaller scale. Of course, we know neither the Muslim nor the Catholic societies well enough to say something in general, but we would assume that different religions and cultures causes problems in Drammen as well as the rest of the world. We don’t think the situation with Roisin’s work being jeopardized because of her relationship with Casim could happen in Drammen, mostly because of the schools allowing teachers of all religions to tutor. The problem would rather be with the families of the couple. In general most people would say they would allow their son or daughter to date whomever they would want to, but they cannot say for sure how they would act if something like that actually did happen. Most likely there are Muslim families forbidding their children to date other than Muslims in Drammen today and therefore one can not rule out the possibility of something like this happening here. 
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My impression of Casim

Casim is a person with a good personality. He is loyal to his family and his friends, and he doesn't want to hurt neither. Because of this he gets into quite a drama between his girlfriend and his family. This is difficult because he cares for both of them. I don't like that he lies to Rosin, but he clears things up later. Even though he has a huge pressure from his family, he ends up to make his own decision, not based on what his family think he should. So I have great respect for him.

My impression of Roisin
Roisin is a caring cute girl who apparently doesn't like lies. She gets really upset, and with good reason, when Casim lies to her, or rather hides the truth that he is to marry another girl. For as they say, a good relationship is not built on lies, but on trust. She is a sensitive and real person, and I liked her a lot.

Background

They both have quite religious backgrounds. She s a Catholic, and he a Muslim. And this is why things are so complicated as they are. She is supposed to marry a Catholic and he a Muslim. If they don’t, things get hard for them. But I think it is great that they finally choose by heart and not religion.

Inter-racial love relationship 

The problems here are what religion they should have, their children, what school they should go to, opinions and other race-related stuff.

Other Characters

Casim’s older sister plays a role here. Personally I don't like here. She tries to do whatever she can to make them break up. Even though she is "protecting" the family, she is not nice at all.

What I liked about the film

It was a nice film, much like Romeo and Juliet. It is a film based on the difficulties to love someone your family don't approve of. But unlike Romeo and Juliet, this film has a happy ending. And I like all the small scenes of humour.
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